Hartley Highway Action Group

Mt Victoria to Lithgow Great Western Highway Proposal - Challenge

NEWSLETTER No 1 

The rumour about the possibility of the RTA resiting the Great Western Highway through Hartley Vale has finally emerged into the light of day. Meetings with the RTA have provided little in the way of comfort for the people of Hartley Valley. In fact they created a sea of uncertainty that leaves valley property unsaleable and poses issues that may live on long after the dust has finally settled on this proposal.

Many of the objectives of the proposal, to resolve the Mitchell Causeway and River Lett Hill issues and to facilitate better road transport into the central and far west are accepted as worthy by all. To do it by building a $450m bandaid on the backend of a road that can never been seen as an adequate major highway has got to be problematic. Is this just a politicians bright idea for the short term or is it a well planned strategic initiative that drives improvement in the “level of service” (that the man from the RTA spoke of) and fits comfortably into a long term strategy fitting the needs of Western New South Wales. The fact that the Central West Transport Needs Study has just been commissioned suggests this objective cannot possibly be being met.

The study area delineated in the material from the RTA offer the prospect of the GWH ending up on its existing alignment or being moved anywhere to the north as far as the escarpment. If moved the road is going to be cutting virgin soil in what is arguably the most historic valley in Australia. Land that is historically sacrosanct. Land dotted with early settler house sites, historic burial grounds and early colonial town lot subdivisions.

Regardless of where one resides realignment of the GWH within the study area will impact all except perhaps those on the existing alignment; who currently carry a burden unfair but one long known. For the rest of the valley quiet rural charm and black nights will be gone. Noise and light will be the order of the night moving at high speed through the valley and back to the current road under Hassans walls.

If the road proceeds, those who suffer resumption of part of their land will receive some monetary benefit. Everyone however will suffer loss of tranquillity, a loss that will reflect in lesser land values right across the valley. No longer will the “ Quiet rural retreat within two hours of Sydney”  phrase underpin Hartley Valley prices.

Our best option lies in the undertaking the RTA representatives gave to undertook to broaden the study area to accommodate the possibility of an alternate option. That option, suggested by many at the meetings that occurred during the week, would be that the road should stick to the ridges, transit the Darling Causeway to Bell and then loop to the north and west out over the Newnes plateau as proposed in the western precinct sector of the Bells Line of Road Expressway study. This would leave the existing road as a tourist and local traffic road whilst giving heavy transport a through road to the west.

This proposal looks to have merit. Much planning has already been done. The route is relatively level  and runs largely through crown land. The removal of the big descent and ascent that would still be an issue in the current RTA proposal would also make it an attractive proposition. The one issue was price, the current RTA proposal has a price tag of  $450m, the cost of the Western precinct of the Bells Line of Road study was expensive. But that was for a high speed super highway. 

To cut a GWH standard road would be significantly less costly. It would then have the advantage that if the longterm transport needs of the far west are to be met by road, that existing road can be upgraded to meet the Bells Line of road vision. 

There is no room for complacency on this matter. If you agree that there should be no Great Western Highway diversion through Hartley Valley you need to say so; to the RTA, to our politicians, to your friends and frankly to anyone that will listen.  It will be too late when there are specific proposals on the table. Hartley Valley is a tranquil, historic treasure we need to keep it that way.

A broad based committee was elected at a community meeting held back on 11th May.  made up of the following individuals:

NAME



CONTACT NUMBER

BARRY Wilton 

02 6355 2375 

BOB Morris 


02 6355 2127 

COL Macdonald

02 6355 2072

DAVID Peters (Chair)
02 6355 2332

DUNCAN Wass 

02 6355 2043 

GREG Noble 


02 6355 2247 

IAN Townsend 

ian_townsend@bigpond.com


JOHN James 


gothic@johnjames.com.au

JOHN Trehy 


02 6324 5350 

MARCIA Osterberg- Olsen 
02 6355 2144 

MARK Pascoe 

02 6355 2418 

MILTON Kingsley 

0417 496 483 

This committee is working on the problem. Feel free to call any one of them, to express your concern, to express your support or to volunteer your assistance. A further community meeting will be called by the committee to present a status report on progress to date. They have also prepared a petition that will be personally presented door to door for your signature.  Please sign it and get your friends and anybody else you know who loves the Hartley Valley to sign it also. 

In addition, guidelines will be made available together with encouragement to write your own protest letters with a sample list of names and addresses to whom this important issue should be directed.
