Hartley Highway Action Group
Mt Victoria to Lithgow Great Western Highway Proposal - Challenge

NEWSLETTER No 2 

The  Hartley Highway Action Group committee  was originally appointed at a public meeting held in the Hartley School Hall on 11th May. Since that time the committee has met on ten occasions and held a further public meeting on 26th July to provide  initial feedback. It continues to meet regularly.
Since appointment delegations from the committee have met with Bob Debus MP the federal member for Macquarie and Gerrard Martin our local NSW State parliament member. Both of these gentlemen were supportive of our initial call  to the RTA for the study area being considered  to be expanded to review the possibility of a route across the Newnes plateau. A delegation has also met with Duncan Gay the Opposition Roads Spokesman in the New South Wales Parliament who took the time to actually visit the valley and meet a delegation of the committee on site afterwards expressing his support of the Newnes Plateau Proposal and a commitment to proceeding with the Bells Line of Road proposal if elected to govern. A number of other telephone and written contacts have been made with various politicians.
Many of you have attended and contributed to the various public meetings held by the RTA. Since the original RTA project briefing meeting held at in mid June a second series of meeting in the form of constraint workshops was held late July/early August, a further meeting was held in early September seeking  further constraints insight and at which the expansion of the study to consider a Newnes Plateau option was formally acknowledged.
The committee remains wholly opposed to any deviation of the existing highway through the valley on two principle counts. The Hartley Valley is  the most historic valley in Australia. Running a four lane highway through it would constitute a vandalization of heritage. Furthermore the valley is sanctuary to a number of endangered species including the spotted tail Quoll recently photographed in Hartley Vale and the Copper Winged Butterfly long known on the Blackthorn scrub in the district. 

The committee recognises the Mitchell Causeway and River Lett Hill issues and the need to facilitate  the right long term solutions to the transport needs of western New South Wales. To do it by building a  road that drops 200 to 300 metres (depending on route) into a valley only to climb out again seems madness in a carbon constrained world . In this respect the proposal to route the road across the Newness plateau looks a good solution. The route is relatively level  and runs largely through crown land most of which has been logged for many years. If the long term transport needs of the west are to be met by road this would seem the most sensible route.

Route options have now been announced this week 20th November and meetings scheduled for next week. The valley is now under real threat with real road proposals on the map. You need to make your voice heard at those meetings.
In addition if you agree that there should be no Great Western Highway diversion through the Hartley Valley you need to say so; to our politicians, to your friends and frankly to anyone that will listen.  Not just once but repeatedly. There are now specific proposal on the table and they go right through the middle of the valley. The Hartley Valley is a tranquil environmental and historic treasure, we need to keep it that way.

The Hartley Highway Action Group committee recently launched its official website dedicated to fighting the RTA proposal. You can visit the website at

http://www.hartleyhighwayactiongroup.com/
On the website you will find  a host of historic and environmental information about the valley and other information outlining the case against the original RTA proposal. You will also find an automatic email generator that will enable you to send email messages of your choice automatically to key politicians involved in this decision. We would encourage you to visit the site to consider the case we are putting and to pass on your views to our elected representatives. There are also letter writing facilities on the site where you can cut and paste paragraphs from selected letters to enable you to write hard copy letters to select politicians. 
Please act now  we have already assembled a petition with over 1000 signatories but we need much, much more. Emails and better still hard copy letters to politicians  are urgently needed if we are going to  influence the outcome on this. Anything that lifts visibility on the issue including road signs in your front paddock and a constant stream of letters to politicians of all persuasions needs to be undertaken 

On behalf of the Hartley Highway Action Group, David Peters, Chairman 20th November 2008
Hartley is doomed
1. Attend all the RTA meetings.

2. Visit the Hartley Highway Action Group website at     

 http://www.hartleyhighwayactiongroup.com/?page_id=2
and  send automatic emails to politicians using the standard form email provided or write your own (it will only take two minutes to do).
3. Get your family to progressively send messages of their own over the next week or so. Its fun and effective.
4. Write a compelling email to all your friend asking for their support. Ask them to visit the website and send emails also. Ask them if they have any other friends they can write to in turn to help.

5. In addition it would really help if you would use the materials on the website to write to the various politicians referred to in the letter writing guide. Do it in you own words or cut and paste from the letters provided. Do it as a traditional letter that has to be read and handled and thought about.

“The time is now”
For a full outline of the story to date see the newsletter overleaf or go on the website where you will see our earlier newsletters.

