Hartley Highway Action Group
Mt Victoria to Lithgow Great Western Highway Proposal — Challenge

NEWSLETTER No 3 

Happy New Year.

 Since our last newsletter in early November, the Hartley Highway Action Group Committee (HHAG) has met on three occasions. Three original members of the committee resigned in the last few months (Duncan Wass, Barry Wilton and Marcia Osterberg-Olsen). To maintain the strength of the committee, two new members have been co-opted, Dennis Plink, a local builder and businessman and Ramsay Moodie who has a corporate business background. Our collective thanks go to  Barry, Duncan and Marcia for their efforts in support of the valley. 

Much has happened since our last newsletter . The RTA held briefing meetings in the last week of November to introduce the four “through the valley” route options identified by their consultants and  Cardno’s report on the feasibility of the Newnes Plateau option. In the first week of December, the RTA also held a series of workshops seeking specific insight into constraints that might apply along each of the nominated routes. For Mt Victoria and the valley, these meetings largely covered ground already addressed in the August workshops. They did however, give residents an opportunity to be more specific and gave the HHAG committee a chance to restate our concerns. For the Bell, Chifley road, Newnes community, this series of meetings provided the first opportunity for those communities to comment on the RTAs Newnes Plateau corridor proposal. This feedback, together with broader general community feedback, will be used by the RTA to decide in February whether or not the Newnes corridor investigation will proceed.

At the conclusion of the December community workshops, the RTA provided a special briefing for Lithgow council and senior staff. Whilst we believe the Newnes route would provide many benefits for Lithgow, council has not to our knowledge, communicated its view. We would encourage representations to council regarding the need for council support of the Newnes proposal.

Following the RTA meetings, HHAG made a formal submission to the RTA summarising our concerns.

In that submission, we sought rectification of some inadequacies in their process, summarised the constraints that make a “through valley” route unacceptable, sought a full and fair economic comparison between the “through the valley’ option and the Newnes option, and emphasised the gravity of the decision on the final route.

During December, a sub committee of HHAG met with representatives of the Colong Foundation for Wilderness, BGATH(Bell Group Against the Highway) and the Blue Mountains Conservation Society, each being groups averse to the Newnes plateau corridor proposal and who support an existing line/ tunnel under Mt Vic option. A number of areas of mutual interest were identified. Immediately prior to Xmas HHAG issued a joint letter with these parties expressing broad concerns on the RTA’s proposals.

We are now at a critical time in respect of our promotion of the Newnes Plateau option for the road. The RTA’s consultants Cardno have reported that the route is feasible and worthy of further study. It is however considerably more expensive and there is opposition to it from Green groups seeking to secure the Newnes plateau as National Park. The RTA have conducted further community consultation on this route and will make a decision on whether to proceed with a more detailed investigation of this route option in February.

The decision on whether the Newnes route is further investigated will be made in February. To ensure it is, please ask all of your family and your friends to go to http://www.hartleyhighwayactiongroup.com/  or google HHAG for the Hartley Highway Action Group  and click on  “take  action”  to send the auto emails to politicians, that can be effortlessly generated off the site. This action is currently our most critical need, if you want to keep the Newnes option on the table you have to tell our politicians. Please, we need your urgent support on this one. Remember your friends in the west and in the mountains have an interest in this matter also.
Copies of our submission to the RTA and the Joint letter with the Colong Foundation and others can be viewed on the HHAG website. 
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